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BY THE OFFICE OF 
PUBLICATIONS 







ty, at Prairie 
View, Texas, currently has the lar­
gest enrollment of ROTC students in 
the nation. More than seventy-five 
male and five female cadets swell 
the ranks of the AROTC Brigade. 
The Professor of Military Science 
at Prairie View, LTCJilesP. Daniels, 
reveals that probably the major 
advantage of participating in a 
large ROTC Program is that it afford 
a large number of students the 
opportunity to gain valuable practi­
cal experience in coping with a 
multitude of leadership and manager­
ial problems. During the cadets's 
first two years of mandatory ROTC, 
the practical experiences which he 
gains are as valuable to the Uni­
versity in accomplishing its ob­
jective as they are to the Military 
in accomplishing its mission. 
Additionally, since the AROTC 
contingent at Prairie View comprises 
almost one fifth of the total school 
population, two facts are readily 
apparent: First, there is fierce 
competition among the cadets for 
each position from Squad Leader 
through Brigade Commander, simply 
because of the prestige it carries 
among one fifth of the student body. 
Second, the term "Progressing up 
the Military Ladder to Success" be­
comes a real thing for the student, 
and cadet rank directly reflects the 
student's potential and future 
worth. Thus, at Prairie View, 
student rank and status are worn on 
the cadet's shoulder. 
As of August 1973, the AROTC Pro­
gram at Prairie View had produced 
880 officers for the US Army and 
LTC Daniels expects the enrollment 
to increase significantly in the 
next few years, due primarily to the 
Army's recent dicussion to admit 
women to the program on the same 
basis as men. 
RELIGIOUS CONF. 
SET BY PVAMU 
OFFICIALS 
Dr. E. E. Coates, 
minister of Wesley 
AME Chapel Church, 
Houston, will head 
the Black Ecumenical Conference at 
Prairie View A&M University. A 
nationally known evangelist, Dr. 
Coates pastors in the largest Black 
African Methodist Episcopal Church 
in the state of Texas. The Ecumen­
ical Conference, scheduled February 
5-6, has been in existence for 16 
years and is interdenominational. 
Each year over 350 ministers gather 
together at Prairie View A&M Univer-
isty to discuss spiritual, economics 
and political problems with which 
their members and communities are 
faced. 
Dr. E. E. Coates is a native of 
West Texas, he received his early 
educational training in West Texas. 
He completed his college training 
at Paul Quinn College, Waco, Texas 
and his Theological Training at 
Western University, Kansas City, 
Kansas. Dr. Coates has pastored 
some of the leading churches in the 
state and is a trustee of Paul Quinn 
College, President of the AME 
Ministerial Alliance of Houston. 
NATIONWIDE OBSER. The Association 
OF AFRO-AMERICAN for the study 
HISTORY WEEK SET of Afro-American 
FOR FEB. 10-16 Life and History 
founded in 1915 
by history scholar Dr. Carter G. 
Woodson has announced the 1974 ob­
servance of African-American History 
Week. Dates for the celebration are 
Sunday through Saturday, February 
10-16. 
The nationwide observance of 
African-American History Week (now 
called in some parts of America, 
Black History Week and formerly 
labeled Negro History Week) has 
been sponsored each year continuously 
since February 7, 1926 by the Afro-
American Association. This organi­
zation was formerly known as The 
Association for the Study of Negro 
Life and History and changed its 
name at the organization's conven­
tion in Cincinnati in 1972 to The 
Association for the Study of Afro-
American Life and History. 
The Executive Director, Dr. J. 
Rupert Picott, who is also an Exec­
utive of the National Education 
Association, called upon Americans 
everywhere to observe the week with 
planned programs of historical 
information and understanding about 
the Afro-American contribution to 
the nation. 
Dr. Picott announced that the 
General theme for the 1.974 African-
American History Week is HELPING 
AMERICA UNDERSTAND. The sub-themes 
for each day of the Weekls celebra­
tion are: Sunday, February 10-
HELPING AMERICA UNDERSTAND: AFRICAN 
HERITAGE; Monday, February 11-
HELPING AMERICA UNDERSTAND: AFRO-
AMERICA CONTRIBUTION TO SOCIO POLI­
TICAL LIFE: Tuesday, February 12-
HELPING AMERICA UNDERSTAND: AFRO-
AMERICA CONTRIBUTION THROUGH IN­
VENTIONS AND DISCOVERY: Wednesday, 
February 13 - HELPING AMERICA UNDER­
STAND: AFRO-AMERICA CONTRIBUTION 
THROUGH EDUCATION AND HUMAN VALUES; 
Friday, February 15 - HELPING 
AMERICA UNDERSTAND: PEOPLE AND THE 
CRITICAL ISSUES OF THE SEVENTIES; 
Saturday, February 16 - HELPING 
AMERICA UNDERSTAND: BROTHERHOOD AND 
THE BETTER WAY. 
The purpose of the Afro-American 
Association, pioneer in the histor­
ical field for the past fifty-eight 
years, is to promote an appreciation 
of the life and history of the Negro 
to encourage an understanding of his 
present status, and to enrich the 
promise of the future. 
The Association is a major pro­
vider of scholarly materials about 
Black Americans. The organization 
has branches in the major cities 
in America and members in all the 
fifty states and many countries 
abroad. The organization is the 
publisher of the prestigious 
Journal of Negro History, an histor­
ical quarterly which has been pro­
duced since 1916. The Negro History 
Bulletin a monthly magazine of pop­
ular appeal and wide national cir­
culation is distributed to schools, 
colleges and members. 
Each year the association pre­
pares an AFRO-AMERi^N HISTORY WEEK 
KIT of materials to guide the Week's 
Celebration. The kit this year is 
entitled The Black Experience 1974. 
The materials included are de­
signed to assist in the Week's Cel­
ebration under the title HELPING 
AMERICA UNDERSTAND. Editor of the 
1974 "Kit is Mrs. Nerissa L. Milton, 
Headquarters Staff Member. Pro­
duction of the kit was handled by 
Miss Willie L. Miles, also of head­
quarters staff. 
PVAMU PRESENTS Tunji Vidal, a 
INTERN'TL PRO- Nigerian ethnomu-
GRAM SERIES sicologist, was 
featured in the 
University International Program 
Series under the sponsorship of the 
Overseas Liaison Committee of the 
American Council on Education, Jan­
uary 15, 1974. Mr. Vidal was spon­
sored by the Iota Epsilon Chapter 
of Gamma Theta Epsilon and the 
Geography Club of the Department of 
Geography and Economics. 
Mr. Vidal is currently an Assist­
ant Professor inthe Music Department 
at California State College in 
Sonoma, California. In addition, to 
teaching, he conducts research in the 
field of African music and also per­
forms. With his trained African 
drummers and dancers, he has made 
appearances throughout the United 
States. His research has included 
work on the use of language in Yoruba 
songs and chants, and the roles of 
music in African societies. He has 
just completed a work on the music-
ological aspect of "ORIKI Praise 
Chants of the Yoruba People of 
Nigeria." 
While participating in OLC's 
International Seminar Series, Mr. 
Vidal lectured on "The Socio-Cul­
tural Setting of Music and Dance in 
Africa;" "Afro-Islamic and Afro-
Christian Roots of Contemporary 
Nigerian Music;" and "Music in 
Yoruba Traditional Theater." His 
lectures were illustrated with tapes, 
records, slides and drumming. 
The Overseas Liaison Committee 
of the American Council on Education 
is a specialized non-profit organi­
zation of scholars that seeks to 
strenghten the contribution of educa­
tion to social and economics change 
in developing countries through the 
sharing of experience and knowledge. 
The Committee, which consists of 
twenty-one scholars drawn from teach­
ing research and administrative 
positions in American colleges and 
universities, as well as a Secretari­
at in Washington, D.C., seeks to 
promote mutually beneficial relation­
ships between the American academics 
community and educators in the de­
veloping world. The International 
Seminar has been undertaken as a 
service to both the U.S. academic 
community and visiting scholars from 
abroad. 
Mr. Vidal gave three presentations 
at Prairie View A&M University. The 
first of his presentations was held 
Tuesday evening, January 15, 1974, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Ballroom of the 
Student Memorial Union. Additional 
presentations were held in room 
No. 201, Old Science Hall at 7:30 
a.m. and at 11:30 a.m., Old Science 
Hall on Wednesday, January 16, 1974. 
NINE PVAMU ARMY Amidst full mili-
ROTC STUDENTS tary surroundings 
COMMISSIONED nine Prairie View 
ASM University 
senior Army ROTC cadets were commis­
sioned as Second Lieutenants in the 
United States Army, Wednesday, De­
cember 19, 1973. 
The Ceremony, which was held at 
11:30 a.m. in the Memorial Student 
Center ballroom, brought to the camp­
us Brigadier General Robert Arter, 
Commander U.S. Army, Third ROTC Re­
gion and Colonel Frederick T. Abt, 
Special Assistant to Commander U.S. 
Army, Third ROTC Region. 
Five Houston area students re­
ceiving 2nd Lt. bars were: Eddie L. 
Cerf, Melvin Donahue, Jr., Louis H. 
Howard, Walter N. Murphy, and Mac-
Arthur Pickens. 
Also commissioned were Terry J. 
Burke of Colquitt, Georgia; Bas-
com G. Durham of Oakwood; Alven L. 
Williams of Texarkana; and Eddie C. 
Williams of Tyler. 
Dr. Alvin I. Thomas, president of 
Prairie View Am University partici­
pated in the Mid-Year Commissioning 
Ceremony along with visiting Briga-
deer General Arter. 
Dr. George R. Woolfork, head of 
PV's Department of History was guest 
speaker for the occasion. 
PVAMU EDUCATOR Dr. George R. 
SPEAKES AT STATE Woolfolf, head of 
AG. MEET AT A&M the PVAMU History 
Department, was 
the dinner speaker on January 10 
at the 1974 Annual Conference of the 
Texas Agricultural Experiment Sta­
tion. He spoke on the subject-
"Mothers of Invention; the Experiment 
tal Folk Mind in Rural Texas." 
Governor Dolph Briscoe led the 
group of outstanding speakers sched­
uled for the College Station meet on 
January 9-kk at Texas ASM University. 
Approximately 750 TAES, agricul­
tural research scientist, including 
Several from the Prairie View head­
quarters, and others are attending 
the professional meetings at the 
J. Earl Rudder Center. 
PVAMU PREXY The Benny Boone Show 
APPEARS ON on radio station KRBE 
RADIO SHOW (FM 104) featured Dr. 
A.I.Thomas, President 
of Prairie View A&M University, as 
guest on Sunday Morning, January 6, 
1974, at 9:00 A.M. Dr. Thomas dis­
cussed '^The Relevance of Black 
Colleges in the nation, Particularly 
Prairie View A6M University." 
NEW PVAMU CLASS The 1973-74 Gradu- . 
RING AVAILABLE ating Class will 
be the first to 
wear the Prairie View ASM University 
Ring. Orders for the "excitingly 
superb" ring can be placed in the 
office of the University Exchange. 
We urge you to stop by and inquire. 
